
 

We CALL on the 2013 Minnesota Legislature: 
 

  
 

The monthly cash grant for Minnesota families in poverty has not been 
increased for 27 years. In 1986, the monthly grant for a family of 2 was $437 and in 2013 

the cash grant is still $437 a month. In the meantime, the cost of living has more than 
doubled. It is impossible in Minnesota to find housing for $437 a month, unless you have 
subsidized housing, which is nearly impossible to get. The current cash grant level puts 
families at over 60% below the federal poverty level.  
 

In 2011, only 28% of the yearly Federal Block TANF funds given to Minnesota 
went to cash grants for MN families in poverty. Over the past decade, billions of 

dollars from Minnesota’s TANF block grant have been taken from TANF to supplant general 
fund spending on other programs. Meanwhile MN welfare families have been living in 
desperate conditions, becoming homeless, living doubled and tripled up with others, and 
being forced to make terrible choices about whether to put food on the table or to pay rent.  
 

 The money is there. If the entire TANF block grant was used for cash grants for MN 

families who qualify for welfare as it was intended, the welfare grants could nearly be 
doubled—bringing them almost to a level that matches the cost of living. The amount of 

state dollars that go to cash assistance for poor children and families is 1/10 of 1%. 
 

In addition to no increase, MN welfare grants have been cut year after year. 

Over the past years, these ridiculously meager cash grants have been further reduced with 
sanctions, penalties for living in subsidized housing, a family cap, and a five year lifetime 
limit.  
 

Raising the grants is the right thing to do. To keep up with the cost of living since 

1986, the grants should be doubled - and even then families would still be 30% below the 
poverty level. Homelessness, hunger, health crises, domestic violence and poverty cost 
much more. When there are jobs, it is much easier to look for and find work, get out of 
poverty and off welfare when we are not trapped in such deep poverty.  
 
 
 Welfare Rights Committee     welfarerightsmn@yahoo.com        welfarerightsmn.wordpress.com 

mailto:welfarerightsmn@yahoo.com
mailto:welfarerightsmn@wordpress.com

